Dear Councillors,
We are writing formally to express our concern at the Parish Council's current approach regarding the proposed new sports club facility on our Village Green.
We are not opposed to a sympathetic replacement of the pavilion, or to improvements that genuinely serve the whole village. Our concern is with the apparent lack of meaningful public consultation and transparency surrounding a proposal that would have a significant and lasting impact on one of Owslebury's most important community assets.
The Village Green is a valued public space enjoyed by residents of all ages and interests. It is also protected by its legal status. Any development on or adjacent to it has implications not only for users of the proposed facility but for the wider community, including matters such as visual impact, scale, traffic, parking, noise, loss of open space, environmental considerations, and the long-term character of the village. Given the importance of these issues, residents must have a genuine opportunity to understand the proposal in detail and to provide informed feedback before plans progress further and before any more money is spent on this project.
It is our view that the Parish Council should not proceed with any formal decisions or commitments until there has been a comprehensive and transparent engagement process with the community. In particular, we would urge the Council to organise a public exhibition and consultation event at which:
· Detailed plans, drawings and visual representations of the proposal are displayed.
· The rationale for the project is clearly explained.
· Information is provided regarding funding, ownership, management and future maintenance responsibilities.
· The potential impacts on the Village Green and surrounding area are openly discussed.
· Residents are given an opportunity to ask questions directly of the project team and councillors.
· Feedback is formally recorded and reported back to the community.
A public exhibition would allow residents to make informed comments based on facts rather than speculation and would help build trust in the Council's decision-making process. It would also demonstrate that the Parish Council is committed to representing the interests of the whole village rather than a particular group of stakeholders.
For a project of this significance, consultation should not be a procedural formality but a genuine exercise in community engagement. The Village Green belongs to the community as a whole, and the community should therefore have a meaningful voice in determining its future.
We request respectfully that this letter be recorded as a formal objection to the current process and that the Parish Council commits publicly to holding a well-publicised physical exhibition and consultation before any further decisions are taken.
We would be grateful if this letter could be circulated to all Parish Councillors and included in the public record for the next Council meeting.
Yours faithfully,
Signed by the following 109 named individuals, across 64 households.

